JAMES, CARDINAL GIBBONS
James, Cardinal Gibbons, was born at Baltimore of Irish parents on July 23, 1834. When quite young he returned with his family to their old home in Ireland and remained there till his seventeenth year. On his return to America he entered, after a short mercantile career, St. Charles College, Maryland, where he was graduated with distinction. To complete his theological studies he next went to St. Mary's College, Baltimore, and was ordained a priest June 30, 1861, in the cathedral of that city.
After several years of parish work he was called by Archbishop Spald-ing to become his private secretary and was invited to join the Archbishop's episcopal household. During the 'second plenary council, which assembled at Baltimore, in 1866, Father Gibbons was made assistant chancellor, a great distinction for so young a priest. Two years later he was consecrated Bishop of Adramytum in partibus infidelium, and Vicar-Apostolic of North Carolina. He labored much to establish his church there on a firm foundation and, it is said, at one time he had the personal acquaintance of every adult Catholic in his diocese. In October, 1872, he was chosen to fill the vacant see in Richmond, Virginia, and during his five years' incumbency worked with great zeal and manifest success in the interest of his Church. Meantime he had been proposed as the coadjutor of Archbishop Bayley, of Baltimore, who was in failing health, and on May 20, 1877, he was appointed to that office with the right of succession. On the death of the Archbishop, which occurred a few months later, he became his successor. As a reward of his labors in connection with the third plenary council of his church held in Baltimore, in 1886, at which he was appointed to preside, Archbishop Gibbons was made a Cardinal and visited Rome in the early part of the year 1887. The stand he took in defence of the Knights of Labor organization is sufficiently well known. It will suffice to say that the Archbishop laid the whole matter in a satisfactory manner before the Vatican court, where hitherto no very clear idea had been entertained on the subject of labor organizations in America.
Cardinal Gibbons is now one of the prominent men of the country, as well as one of the foremost princes of his Church. As an author he is well known by his " Faith of our Fathers " and " Our Christian Heritage," both of which have been, especially among the devout of his own Church, deservedly popular. The accompanying address, delivered at the Parliament of Religions, is filled with his broad and magnanimous spirit and his love for humanity at large.
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